Task 1
Five sentences have been removed from the text below. For each question,
choose the correct answer. There are three extra sentences which you do not
need to use.
A Helping Hand
Lee Newton was sitting on a station platform under an old blanket when he saw a
young couple talking. (1)………… It was a freezing night in January, and the
couple were clearly cold. Lee called to them and asked them if they wanted to
share his blanket. The three of them started chatting, and Lee learned that their
names were Karen and Mark.
(2)………… Lee told them that he’d lost his job and then his flat when he could
no longer pay the rent. He had no family to help him, and nowhere to
go. (3)………… Karen and Mark felt terrible. They couldn’t imagine sleeping on
the icy platform for even one night. As they spent their night in the station
chatting to Lee, they realized that anyone could end up in his
situation. (4)…………
When morning came, Karen and Mark bought an extra train ticket and invited
Lee to come home with them. Lee accepted, and gratefully moved into Karen and
Mark’s spare bedroom. Once he had an address, Lee was able to apply for
jobs. (5)………… He saved up to buy a small motorbike, then got an evening job
delivering pizzas. After a few months, Lee had saved up enough money to rent a
small flat of his own.
‘When times get tough, you need friends and family,’ Lee says. ‘Karen and Mark
became that for me.’ An act of kindness was all Lee needed to help him get his
life back.
A He offered to drive them home.
B He’d been sleeping in the train station for three months.
C They’d missed the last train, and they seemed upset.
D They enjoyed living together, so Lee decided to stay.
E He soon found work in a local factory.
F They felt very lucky to have jobs and a home.
G It wasn’t a big problem because he bought a flat.
H Karen explained that they lived two hours away and they couldn’t afford a
taxi home.
Task 2
Five sentences have been removed from the text below. For each question,
choose the correct answer. There are three extra sentences which you do not
need to use.
My first marathon
The alarm went off at half-past four that morning. It was far too early to get up,
and the idea of running 26 miles seemed impossible. (1)………… I pulled myself
out of bed, showered and pulled on my running gear.
By six o’clock, I was at the Dodger Stadium, where the rest of my running group
was already waiting. When they saw the look of terror on my face, they laughed
kindly. This was clearly my first marathon. (2)………… When I realized that I
was just one of them, I felt a little better. Helicopters hovered overhead ready to
film us as we ran through the streets of Los Angeles, passing every major
landmark until we reached the sea at Santa Monica. Suddenly, I felt very lucky
and proud to be a part of it. (3)…………
As I began to run, I tried to ignore the aches in my body from eight months of
training. Instead, I put one foot in front of the other and kept going. By mile five,
my body was complaining, and by mile eight, my muscles were screaming at me.
(4)………… I was running alone now, but I was still running. By mile 12, I was
ready to give up, and by mile 15, I was moving even more slowly. By mile 18, I
was in my neighbourhood. (5)………… But by mile 22, there were only four
miles to go. Spectators yelled encouragement at me as I ran past. ‘You can do it!
Keep going!’
As the finish line came into sight, I started running faster and faster, and I crossed
that line running. I grinned as the medal was placed over my head, and then I
cried. I had done it. I had run my first marathon!
A After eight months of training, this was going to be easy.
B I slowed down, and the rest of my group moved away.
C But I had trained for this, and I was going to do it.
D There was no way I could finish the race now.
E The horn blew to start the race.
F I was very tempted to turn down my street and go home.
G I was so glad that I had decided to do this.
H Thousands of runners from all over the world were gathered for the race
Task 3
For questions 1-9, read the text below and decide which
answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap.
Dr Joseph Bell
Dr Joseph Bell was a distinguished Scottish doctor and
professor at Edinburgh University in the (1)……………
nineteenth century. He had remarkable powers of observation
and deduction. This (2)…………… him to accumulate useful
information about patients in a very (3)…………… space of
time.
He was very good at (4)…………… where his patients were
from by identifying small differences in their accents. He
could also (5)…………… a patient’s occupation from marks
on their hand. He claimed to be able to (6)…………… a
sailor from a soldier just from the way they moved. If he
identified a person as a sailor he would look for any tattoos
that might assist him in knowing where their travels
had (7)…………… them.
Dr Bell’s skills for observation and deduction (8)……………
a great impression on his students, particularly on one called
Arthur Conan Doyle. Conan Doyle went on to create the
famous fictional detective Sherlock Holmes, whose character
was (9)…………… on that of Dr Bell.
1 A late B previous C closing 
 D final
2 A enabled B authorised C guaranteed 
D caused
3 A small B rapid C narrow 
 D short
4 A showing off B working out C setting
down D turning up
5 A relate B acknowledge C solve 
 D determine
6 A change B differ C distinguish 
 D contrast
7 A transported B brought C conveyed 
 D taken
8 A set B made C formed 
 D put
9 A applied B established C based 
 D written
